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DNK—-SOME RECOLLECTIONS, IN CELEBRATION

David Johnson

I first met David in Taipei’s old International House, late in the sum-
mer of 1965. We were about to begin what turned out to be two years of
study at the Stanford Center. Both of us started studying Chinese history
in graduate school after having majored in something else in college,
both of us had married recently, and we both were in Taiwan for the
first time. We were pretty green, though David was somewhat wiser in
the ways of the world (and would remain so), since he had spent ten
years in publishing in New York before deciding that Chinese history
was too important to be left entirely to others. That single decision tells
you all you need to know about David Keightley’s self-confidence and
fundamental seriousness.

Pedicabs were still common in Taipei then, though motorbikes and
motorcycles were rapidly increasing in number, heralds of a new age.
There were a few Datsun taxicabs, too, usually painted an odd shade
of pink that always made me think of nail polish. Finding ways to get
their drivers to slow down, or stop, was one of the earliest challenges
to our language skills. At that time a graduate student couple on an
NDEFL stipend could rent an entire house, hire a live-in servant, and
have money left over to buy furniture and take pedicabs or even taxis
instead of the bus. But beyond the essentials there was little enough to
buy, even of pirated books. The maelstrom of commerce that is today’s
Taipei was undreamed of; the buildings of the central business district
were still almost entirely two- or three-story structures dating from the
Japanese period. There was always the “noodle circle” for nighttime
adventures, but the most exciting night out for most of the young mar-
ried couples was dinner at the MAAG (Military Assistance Advisory
Group) compound, just down Hsin Yi Lu from International House,
where we could get as much middle-American chow as we cared to eat
for next to nothing.

The memory of those years will never fade, but the neighborhood
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where we lived has changed beyond recognition. International House
has been demolished; Hsin Sheng Nan Lu, in those days two narrow
lanes separated by a big drainage ditch, is now a six- or eight-lane boule-
vard packed with cars; and the Niu-jou Mien Ta Wang, whose shack
with its oil-drum stoves supporting tall stacks of little bamboo steam-
ers was located smack in the middle of Hsin Yi Lu, has long since been
swept away by the tidal wave of change. David says that the last time he
visited the neighborhood only half of his old house was still standing,
the rest having been replaced by a large apartment building. The very
lane on which I lived for two years has vanished.

Memories come crowding back: the hard work and camaraderie of
the Stanford Center; the never-solved mystery of how to deal with our
amabhs; expeditions into the countryside, above all to O-luan-pi, at the
southern tip of the island, the site of a U.S. military radar installation at
whose “hostel” American students could stay for a few nights if they
knew how to ask. It was on a promontory a half-mile or so uphill from
the lighthouse. From it you could see to the horizon in almost every
direction, and there was a view up the empty, rugged southeast coast
that went on and on. The sky was immense, the sun dazzling, the air
humid but exhilarating. From the cluster of little buildings a steep path
ran down to some sheltered beaches on the west coast, where our little
group of young couples swam (always with a careful eye out for sharks),
hunted for shells, and tried to find shade for our picnics. It was a hard
place to leave.

After Taiwan David went back to Columbia, and I to Berkeley. He
finished his dissertation in time to be considered for the position in
Chinese history at Berkeley that came open when Woodbridge Bingham
retired. I can recall explaining to Joe Levenson just how good I thought
this fellow Keightley was as we walked through Faculty Glade one day
when the search was still on. I don’t think the department had made an
offer yet, and it amuses me sometimes to imagine that my enthusiasm
had some slight effect on the outcome. In due course David, Vannie,
and Stephen arrived in Berkeley, were taken to favorite picnic spots
and restaurants, and were advised on apartments and cars. (An elderly
light grey Mercedes that I strongly recommended became the Keightley
family albatross for a while.) The next year I finished up, and got a job
at Columbia.

We proceeded on parallel courses for about ten years, during which
time David published Sources of Shang History, founded Early China, and
laid the deep foundations of his later work. Then another position in
Chinese history opened up at Berkeley, and our paths rejoined. I have
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always assumed David had a substantial role to play in that decision
(which kept me from having to leave the profession in the great crunch
of the early 1980s), but he is too much of a chiin-tzu to have ever brought
it up.

This will not surprise anyone who knows him, since David plays by
the rules. The most important of those rules, I think, is the one that dic-
tates hard work, on his own behalf and on behalf of his department, his
university, and his profession. However, David also just plays: he is the
greatest master of conversational repartée I have known; he is a devotee
of Gilbert and Sullivan and has written (often in collaboration with Jim
Cahill) numerous skits of the Savoyard persuasion for campus festivities;
and he is a passionate bicyclist, leader of a group of fellow enthusiasts
known fondly (to themselves, at least) as the Yuppie Bikers. But work or
play, everything is approached with intensity and focus; David Keightley
tries not to waste his time.

This book is a tribute to David as a scholar, and so I will venture away
from nostalgia for a while to say something under that heading, even
though I obviously cannot speak as an insider. I take a certain amount
of pride in having introduced David to the saying attributed to Aby
Warburg that “God is in the details.” He made this motto his own, as his
students and colleagues can attest, and it does sum up an important part
of his scholarly credo. I think that it was not just the lure of origins that
pulled him back to earlier and earlier periods; I suspect that the very scar-
city of data in early history, where every fact is endlessly scrutinized and
every interpretation is constructed of such facts, also made it appealing.
Concrete evidence, especially the tangible, nonverbal details that are the
archeologists’ stock in trade, is deeply appealing to him. He is of course
interested in words as well as things, and in interpretive schemes as well
as technical detail, and is in fact extremely good at finding large themes
and writing about them with precision and elegance. Yet it seems to me
that his instincts always pull him back from the general to the specific,
from the broad generalization to the concrete particular. To want rock-
solid answers to broad questions sets up a substantial tension, one that
is I think visible in much of his work.

I see less of David than I would like, though the advent of e-mail has
made it easier to keep in touch. Perhaps that is why I remember some
telephone calls with particular vividness. One was to tell me the thrill-
ing news that he had been awarded a MacArthur Fellowship. Another
came one evening a year or so ago. He was calling from a local hospital,
where he had been ordered by his doctor that day after an EKG showed
a dangerous blockage in a coronary artery. A few hours later, while at
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the hospital, he had a heart attack, which he told me all about in a call
the next morning. David is a careful and foresighted man; it is entirely
in character that he would have his coronary in a cardiac-care unit. Still,
the experience shows that foresight can only extend so far: he had been
cycling a hundred miles a week, eating carefully, and was as lean as a
whippet when he went down.

He was not down for long, fortunately. He immediately set about
learning all he could about blood chemistry, diet, exercise, and all the
rest, and turned his full attention to getting better. In a couple of weeks
he was back teaching again and carrying out his responsibilities as
chairman of the History department. Now he seems to be as busy as he
ever was—teaching, serving on committees, keeping up an extensive
correspondence with scholars all over the world, and, most important,
finishing his book on Shang religion. In the midst of all this activity, when
he looks back at his career, it must give him great satisfaction to see that
the field to which he has contributed so much is continuing to develop,
often along lines he first laid out, and that Early China is thriving. I am
sure all his friends and colleagues join me in congratulating David on
a job well done, and in wishing him a calm sea and prosperous voyage
for the rest of the journey —and may it be a long one!

Berkeley
May 28, 1995



THE WORKS OF DAVID NOEL KEIGHTLEY

Books (Published and In preparation)

Sources of Shang History: The Oracle-Bone Inscriptions of Bronze Age China.
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1978, Second edition, paper-
back, 1985.

[Editor]. The Origins of Chinese Civilization. Berkeley: University of Cali-
fornia Press, 1983.

Divination and Religion in Shang China. Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1997.

Divination and Kingship in Shang China. In preparation.

Where Have All the Heroes Gone: Reflections on Art and Culture in Early China
and Early Greece. In preparation.

Articles/Book Chapters
1977

“Archaeology and History in Chinese Society.” In W. W. Howells and
Patricia Tsuchitani, eds., Paleoanthropology in the People’s Republic
of China. Washington, D.C.: National Academy of Sciences, 1977,
123-129.

“On the Misuse of Ancient Chinese Inscriptions: An Astronomical Fan-
tasy.” History of Science 15 (1977), 267-272.

1978

“Space Travel in Bronze Age China?” The Skeptical Inquirer 3.2 (Winter
1978), 58-63.

“The Religious Commitment: Shang Theology and the Genesis of Chinese
Political Culture.” History of Religions 17 (1978), 211-224.

“The Bamboo Annals and Shang-Chou Chronology.” Harvard Journal of
Asiatic Studies, 38 (1978), 423-438.

Early China 20, 1995



THE WORKS OF DAVID NOEL KEIGHTLEY

1979

“The Shang State as Seen in the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions.” Early China
5 (1979-1980), 25-34.

1982

“The State,” “Divination,” “Religion,” “The Economy,” “Bronze Work-
ing.” In Brian Hook, ed., The Cambridge History of China. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1982, 163-165.

1983

“The Late Shang State: When, Where, and What?” In David N. Keightley,
ed., The Origins of Chinese Civilization (1983), 523-564.

1984

“Late Shang Divination: The Magico-Religious Legacy.” In Henry
Rosemont, Jr., ed., Explorations in Early Chinese Cosmology. American
Academy of Religion Studies 50.2 (1984), 11-34.

“Reports from the Shang: A Correction and Some Specifications.” Early
China 9-10 (1983-1985), 20-39, 47-54.

1986

“Main Trends in American Studies of Chinese History: Neolithic to Impe-
rial Times.” The History Teacher 19.4 (August 1986): 527-543.

“Zhongguo zhi zhengshi zhi yuanliu: Shang wang zhanbu shifou yiguan
zhengchue? B 2 1E 0 ZE: i £ 5 T —E IEM” Guwenzi
yanjiu 7 SCFHFFE 13 (1986): 117-128.

1987

“Archaeology and Mentality: The Making of China.” Representations 18
(Spring 1987), 91-128.

“Prehistory” and “The First Historical Dynasty: The Shang.” The New
Encyclopedia Britannica: Macropaedia. (Chicago, 1987) Vol. 16, 62-67.

“Astrology and Cosmology in the Shang Oracle-Bone Inscriptions.”
Cosmos 3 (1987), 36—40.

1988
“Cong kaogu qiwu kan Zhongguo siwei shijie de xingcheng 7 % 7 23

Xii



THE WORKS OF DAVID NOEL KEIGHTLEY

V)& B SR A L. Zhongguo wenhua yu Zhongguo zhexue 1
A b Bl oh 5] 7 £2 1988, 466-500.

“Zhongguoren shi zenmeyang chengwei zhongguoren de? F1[8] A /& /&
JE Ak R B B AR Zhongguo wenhua yu Zhonguo zhexue [ XAt
Bil o B 7 £2 (1988).

“Shang Dynasty.” In Ainslee T. Embree, ed., Encyclopedia of Asian History.
(New York: Scriber’s, 1988) 3, 426—429.

“Shang Divination and Metaphysics.” Philosophy East and West 38.4
(October 1988), 367-397.

1989

“The Origins of Writing in China: Scripts and Cultural Contexts.” In
Wayne M. Senner, ed., The Origins of Writing. Lincoln, NE: University
of Nebraska Press, 1989, 171-202.

“Comment” (in the Early China Forum on Qiu Xigui, “An Examination
of Whether the Charges in Shang Oracle-Bone Inscriptions are Ques-
tions”). Early China 14 (1989), 138-146.

“’There Was an Old Man of Changan . . . “: Limericks and the Teaching
of Early Chinese History.” The History Teacher 22.3 (May 1989), 325-
328.

“Craft and Culture: Metaphors of Governance in Early China.” Proceed-
ings of the 2nd International Conference on Sinology. Section on History
and Archaeology. Taibei, 1989, 31-70.

“Zhongguo gudai di jiri yu miaohao H7E & (X E H B EAGE.” Yinxu
bowuyuan yuankan F% Y 9 51 41 F] (1989), 31-70.

1990

“Early Civilization in China: Reflections on How It Became Chinese. In
Paul S. Ropp, ed., Heritage of China: Contemporary Perspectives on Chinese
Civilization. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990, 16-54.

“Ancient Chinese Art: Contexts, Constraints, and Pleasures.” Asian Art
3.2 (Spring 1990), 2-6.

1991

“The Quest for Eternity on Ancient China: The Dead, Their Gifts, Their
Names.” In George Kuwayama, ed., Ancient Mortuary Traditions of
China: Papers on Chinese Ceramic Funerary Sculptures. Los Angeles: Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, 1991, 2-12.

Xiii



THE WORKS OF DAVID NOEL KEIGHTLEY

1993

“Clean Hands and Shining Helmets: Heroic Action in Early Chinese
and Greek Culture.” In Tobin Siebers, ed., Religion and Authority. Ann
Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1993, 13-51.

“Spirituality in China: The Neolithic Origins.” In Charles H. Long, ed.,
World Spirituality: An Encyclopedia of the Religious Quest.

“Kaoguxue yu sixiang zhuangtai—Zhongguo de chuangjian % 1t £2 il
JE AR IR RE —FR B Bl 22, ” trans., Chen Xingcan [l & J&, Huaxia kaogu
#H #77,1993.1, 97-108.

1994

“Sacred Characters.” In Robert E. Murowchick, ed., China: Ancient Cul-
ture, Modern Land. Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994,
71-79.

“A Late Shang Divination Record.” In Victor H. Mair, ed., The Columbia
Anthology of Traditional Chinese Literature. New York: Columbia Uni-
versity Press, 1994, 3-4.

“L’antica civilita della cina: riflessioni su come divenne ‘cinese’.” In Paul
S.Ropp, ed., L'eredita della cina. Turino: Fondazione Giovanni Agnelli,
1994, 33-68.

“Fansi zaoqi Zhongguo wenhua zhi chengyin” fz &5 8t B S0 {2
A% Al In Luo Puluo ¥E# %, ed., Meiguo xuezhe lun Zhongguo wenhua
2 B B2 35 B Th 81 AL Beijing: Zhongguo Guangbo dianshi chuban-
she, 1994, 17-52.

1995

“A Measure of Man in Early China: In Search of the Neolithic Inch.”
Chinese Science 12 (1994-1995), 16-38.

“Early Jades in China: Some Cultural Contexts, Social Implications.” In
S. Bernstein, ed., Collecting Chinese Jade. San Francisco: S. Bernstein &
Co., 1995, 16-19.

“Bibliography.” In Mary Beth Norton, ed., Guide to Historical Literature.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1995.

“Chinese Religions: The State of the Field: Part I, Early Religious Tradi-
tions: The Neolithic Period through the Han Dynasty (ca. 4000 B.c.E.—
220 c.r.): Neolithic and Shang Periods.” Journal of Asian Studies 54.1
(February, 1995), 128-145.

Xiv



THE WORKS OF DAVID NOEL KEIGHTLEY

1996

“Shang Oracle-Bone Inscriptions.” In Edward L. Shaughnessy, ed., New
Sources of Early Chinese History: An Introduction to Reading Inscriptions
and Manuscripts. Berkeley: Society for the Study of Early China, Spe-
cial Monographs Series, 1996.

“The Origins of Historical Rectitude in China: Fallibility and Accuracy in
Shang Divination Records.” In Robert W. Murowchick, ed., K.C. Chang
Festschrift. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1996.

1997 and Beyond

“The Shang: China’s First Historical Dynasty.” In Michael Loewe and
Edward L. Shaughnessy, eds., The Cambridge History of Ancient China.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997.

Review Articles and Reviews

1969

“[Review of] Shima Kunio &F5, Inkyo bokuji sorui %4l &z FE.”
Monumenta Serica 28 (1969), 467-471.

1971

“[Review of] Herrlee G. Creel, The Origins of Statecraft in China, Volume
One: The Western Chou Empire.” Journal of Asian Studies 30.3 (August
1971), 655-658.

1972

““Benefit of Water”: The Approach of Joseph Needham.” Journal of Asian
Studies 31.2 (May 1972), 367-371.

1973

“Religion and the Rise of Urbanism.” Journal of the American Oriental
Society, 93.4 (1973), 527-538.

“Where Have All the Swords Gone?: Reflections on the Unification of
China.” Early China 2 (1976), 31-34.

1977

“Ho Ping-ti and the Origins of Chinese Civilization.” Harvard Journal of
Asiatic Studies 37 (1977), 381-411.

XV



THE WORKS OF DAVID NOEL KEIGHTLEY

1982

“Akatsuka Kiyoshi and the Culture of Early China: A Study in Historical
Method.” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 42 (1982), 139-192.

“Shang China is Coming of Age: A Review Article.” Journal of Asian
Studies 41 (1982), 649-657.

“[Review of | Wang Yii-hsin 515, Chien-kuo yi-lai chia-ku-wen yen-
chiu ZEE DL B 5 CHF4E.” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 42
(1982), 331-334.

1989

“[Review of] Jean A. Lefeuvre, Fa-kuo so-ts’ang chia-ku Iu (Collections
d’inscriptions oraculaires en France; Collections of Oracular Inscriptions in
France).” Journal of the American Oriental Society 109.3 (1989), 482-484.

“Oracle-Bone Collections in Great Britain: AReview Article.” Early China
14 (1989), 173-182.

1990

“[Review of] Kokotsu moji: Hito mono kokoro.” Harvard Journal of Asiatic
Studies 50.1 (June 1990), 378-383.

“Sources of Shang History: Two Major Oracle-Bone Collections Published
in the People’s Republic of China.” Journal of the American Oriental
Society 110.1 (1990): 39-59.

1996

“Graphs and Meanings: Three Reference Works for Oracle-Bone Studies,
With an Excursus into the Sun Cult.” [Review Article of: Matsumaru
Michio #¥AH#1E i and Takashima Kenichi & &l —, Kokotsumoji
Jishaku Soran & X FFFE4FE (Tokyo: Tokyo University Press,
1994); Yao Xiaosui #k 2% and Xiao Ding ¥ T, eds., Yinxu jiagu keci
moshi zongji ER3& B 5 %I & = B HE 2 (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 1988).
2 vols.; Yao Xiaosui and Xiao Ding, eds., Yinxu jiagu keci leizuan F& I
& %I FE 5L (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 1988). 3 vols.] Journal of the
American Oriental Society 116.1 (1996).

Translations

Wang Ningsheng, “Yangshao Burial Customs and Social Organization:
A Comment on the Theory of Yangshao Matrilineal Society and Its
Methodology.” Early China 11-12 (1985-1987), 6-32.

XVi



THE WORKS OF DAVID NOEL KEIGHTLEY

[with Igarashi Yoshikuni] Toyoda Hidashi and Inoo Hideyuki, “Shigaku
zasshi: Summary of Japanese Scholarship.” Early China 13 (1988), 297-
327.

Miscellaneous Papers

“Public Work in Ancient China: A Study of Forced Labor in the Shang
and Western Chou.” Ph.D. dissertation. Columbia University, 1969.

“The Temple Artisans of Ancient China. Part One: The Kung and To-Kung
of Shang.” 1970

Shih Cheng #2 5 : A New Hypothesis About the Nature of Shang Divi-
nation.” 1972.

“Legitimation in Shang China.” 1975

“Peasant Migration, Politics, and Philosophical Response in Chou and
Ch’in China.” 1977

“How the Cracks Were Read: The Existence of the Subcharge.” 1978
“The Late Shang State: Its Weaknesses and Strengths.” 1978
“Oracle-Bone Inscriptions from the Homeland of the Chou.” 1980
“The Giver and the Gift: The Western Chou State as Social Polity.” 1981
“Was the Chou Yi a Legacy of Shang?” 1982

“The Western Chou as Social Polity: Vassalage Without Feudalism.” 1982
“Kingship and Kinship: The Royal Lineages of Late Shang.” 1982
“Shang Divination: An Auspicious Report?” 1983

“Royal Shamanism in the Shang: Archaic Vestige or Central Reality?”
1983

“The Origins of Legitimating Historiography in China: Were the Shang
Kings Always Right?” 1984

“Dead But Not Gone: The Role of Mortuary Practices in the Formation
of the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age Chinese Culture, ca. 8000-
1000 B.c.” 1985

“Pot Makers and Users in the Central Plains: Cultural Interaction in the
Chinese Neolithic.” 1985

“Truth is in Details: Archaeological Methods and Historical Questions
in the Chinese Neolithic.” 1986

“Lucky Days, Temple Names, and the Ritual Calendar in Ancient China:
An Alternative Hypothesis.” 1987

“A Deliberately Untitled Paper on Bingbian 96/97.” 1987

XVii



THE WORKS OF DAVID NOEL KEIGHTLEY

“Shamanism in the Guoyu?: A Tale of Xi and Wu.” 1989

“In Clear and In Code: Pre-Classical Roots of the Great Tradition in
China.” 1990

“In the Bone: Divination, Theology, and Political Culture in Late Shang
China.” 1994

“‘Reding’ and ‘Riting’: The Endurance of the Sacred in Neolithic and
Bronze-Age China.” 1995

“Time, Space, and Community: The Imposition of World Order in Late
Shang Divination.” 1995

“Divinatory Conventions in Late Shang China: A Diachronic and Con-
textual Analysis of Oracle-Bone Qi and Related Issues.” 1995

Xviii



Abstracts

Sarah M. Nelson Fg 755

Ritualized Pigs and the Origins of Complex Society:
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Pigs are prominent in the ceremonial and ritual iconography of the
Hong-shan culture, including jade pig-dragons found in high-status
burials, a life-sized pig statue made of unbaked clay, and a mountain that
resembles a pig. To attempt to link real pigs with the iconography, the
place of actual pigs in the society is examined. Continuity of artifact types
from sites 7000-3500 B.c. allows the assumption that pigs were initially
important in the subsistence base. I suggest that pig iconography implies
pig rituals, and that the pig rituals may have aided in the formation of
an elite class. The elite are archaeologically manifested in the elaborate
tombs, and their existence can also be inferred by the need for managers
in creating the tombs and the artifacts within, as well as in procuring
jade and possibly copper.
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Louisa G. Fitzgerald-Huber ## {#

Qijjia and Erlitou: The Question of Contacts with Distant Cultures

5 5 A0 BLGE: B BRSO AL B2 il el RE

This paper investigates the relationships between the Early Metal
Age cultures of the Inner Mongolia and Gansu-Qinghai area with the
Erlitou culture of the Central Plains region, and addresses the issue
whether specific metal objects characteristic of these cultures may have
their source of inspiration in areas as remote as southern Siberia and
present-day Afghanistan and southern Turkmenistan. The proposal that
China at the very beginning of its Bronze Age may have been affected
by long-distance cultural transmissions depends upon recent re-evalua-
tions of the early history of the Eurasian steppe, in particular the advent
of nomadic pastoralism and horse riding, and upon newly re-calibrated
carbon dates ascertained for specific Siberian sites and for the Bactrian-
Margiana complex.”

AHEE TRGEEMHE &R 5 B e [ — B
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AT ST R R RS JiR R U0 JER SR Y BT AT A — L H R B B B NE R R
HH BB B A —, ML A0 325 75 1 ) B A B 2 ik DL e H v Ry L A — BB
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K.C. Chang EtH

On the Meaning of Shang in the Shang Dynasty
A 1 A RF R TR LR

For nearly a century scholars have debated the meaning of the oracle-
bone graph shang i used by the Bronze Age theocracy in reference to
itself and one of its settlements. Since the Zhou, the word shang has
borne a political significance as the term for a ruling power group, yet
there is no agreement as to the graph’s meaning or why it stood as the
eponym of China’s first historic civilization. Following from Wang Guo-
wei’s 1923 contention that shang was first a place name —a claim attested
to in inscriptions in the common phrase dayi shang (great settlement
Shang), the present essay finds that this place was the hallowed site of
the ancestral sacrifices of the Zi clan, and offers philological and artifac-
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tual evidence that the graph shang first depicted a rite performed before
an ancestral image. Over the course of several centuries, the original,
literal meaning of shang as the graphic depiction of the telling ritual,
gao &, was generalized and extended to refer to the ancestral temple,
the city where the temple was located, and finally to the Shang dynasty
itself.
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Elizabeth Childs-Johnson YT {F* i

The Ghost Head Mask and Metamorphic Shang Imagery
5 I B B 2 NERB T B

The meaning of Shang ritual imagery has long baffled scholars. Art
historians and anthropologists have wrestled with its meaning every
since 1928 when bronzes began to be excavated at Anyang, the Late
Shang capital. It is now possible to explore various data to identify the
religious significance of Shang ritual art. From an art historical point of
view, it is evident that certain standard modes of representation were
designed to symbolize the theme of metamorphosis from the human to
the animal spirit realm. This symbolism also helps to explain why the
ubiquitous animal image in Shang art is conceived as a mask. Epigraph-
ical data support the interpretation that Shang religion was based on
the belief of metamorphosis as represented in art, and that the Shang
king once acted as shaman-priest, chief-in-charge of invocation and a
mask wearing rite. This interpretation depends on data provided by
key terms in Shang bone inscriptions, such as gui 7., usually translated
spirit ghost and others, directly related, such as the unpronounceable T}
and zhu . My intention is to elucidate why spirit ghosts of ancestors,
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gui were envisioned as anthropomorphized animal masks and how this
conception is connected with the shamanic foundation of Shang reli-
gion. Although bone inscriptional data indicates that there is a dramatic
shift away from exorcistic practices of shamanic origin to cult worship
focused on dead royal ancestors, the combined evidence from art and
epigraphy strongly argues for a Shang religion founded on the belief in
metamorphosis and the king as shaman-priest.
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Nancy Price

The Pivot: Comparative Perspectives from the Four Quarters

U b 385 o Al

The fixity of urban centers has been deeply implicated in models of
political development from chiefdom to the state and early empire. For
this reason, both Western and Chinese scholars have neglected the im-
portance of non-permanent or shifting ceremonial centers or capitals
like China’s in the evolution of complex society. A brief examination of
the touchstone cultures of early Mespotamia and Classical Greece, to
which China is compared, demonstrates how narrowly conceived and
exclusive the Euro-American view of complex society constructed by
archeologists and historians has been on the issue of mobility and the
relation of ruler and polity to territory. The Chinese case, like those of
India and South Asia, suggests that the moving center should be recog-
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nized as a common variant in the process of socio-political development
and change. The integration of the Asian state and early empires into
the comparatist project seeks to analyze the formative relations between
religious and cosmological conceptions and social, political and economic
development.
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David W. Pankenier BT X 2

The Cosmo-Political Background of Heaven’s Mandate
R am H T -BUA 5

A preoccupation with cosmology and the correlation of celestial events
with terrestrial activity dates back to the very beginnings of Chinese
civilization. The existence of such a mindset is shown by archeological
discoveries from the Neolithic as well as the early Bronze Age. The belief
in heaven-dwelling high gods like Shang Di and Tian also had ante-
cedents in the pre-Shang period. In addition, analysis of scientifically
verifiable accounts of planetary massings from the second millennium
B.C. suggests that important cosmological and astrological notions took
shape much earlier than previously thought. On the basis of this
evidence it now appears likely that such conceptions are intimately con-
nected both with influential later beliefs about a Mandate of Heaven,

XXiil



ABSTRACTS

which asserted heavenly intervention as the cause of change in tem-
poral governance, and with later Five Elements speculative schemes,
which claimed to discern a preordained phenomenological pattern in
the dynastic succession. The cosmicization of experience in the archaic
period to which the evidence points and the vehement reassertion of
Heaven’s Mandate by the Zhou dynasty founders together confirm the
epoch-making historical role of the Shang-Zhou transition in decisively
reaffirming “patterning oneself in Heaven’s image” (xiang tian 52 °K) as
the fundamental metaphor in Chinese political legitimation.
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David S. Nivison {5 {%1&

An Interpretation of the “Shao Gao”
(HEE)

This article presents a new translation of the “Shao gao” chapter of the
Shang shu. Contrary to the views of Edward Shaughnessy in Early China
18, the author argues 1) that the main speaker is the Duke of Zhou, not
the Duke of Shao; 2) that the political philosophy expressed is consistent
with other texts ascribed to the Duke of Zhou; and 3) that the Duke of
Zhou did not die in disgrace or in exile. The author dates the Duke of
Zhou'’s death to the twenty-first year of King Cheng’s reign, either 1017
or 1015 B.c.
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Keith N. Knapp &4 H¥F

The Ru Reinterpretation of Xiao
Y i

Scholars have often treated the concept of xizo as an unchanging
notion with a transparent meaning. In the West, the translation “filial
piety” has reinforced this tendency. By endeavoring to ascertain the pre-
cise meaning of the term in pre-Qin texts, this paper shows that xiao had
multiple meanings and was constantly being reinterpreted to suit new
social and political circumstances. In the Western Zhou, it was intimately
related to the cult of the dead and its recipients extended well beyond
one’s parents or grandparents. The ru of the Warring States emphasized
that it meant obedience and displaying respect, and made parents the
sole recipients of xigo. By the late Warring States, ru recast xiao not only
as obedience to one’s parents, but also as obedience to one’s lord. Filial
sons were reinvented as loyal retainers to meet the needs of the newly
emerging bureaucratic state.
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Edward L. Shaughnessy & & &

The Origin of an Yijing Line Statement
(Bi8) SR

This essay begins by examining divination records from the Zhou
dynasty (such as those from Zhouyuan and Baoshan, as well as records
in traditional texts) showing that the topic of divination was invariably
announced in the form of a “charge” indicating the desire of the person
for whom the divination was being performed. Next, other accounts of
turtle-shell divination (in the Shiji, Guo yu and Zuo zhuan) are examined
to determine how the results of the divinations were interpreted. The
author shows that the diviner was responsible for producing a yao £ or
“omen-text” that was composed of three lines of four characters, the first
describing the crack in the shell (i.e., the omen), followed by a couplet
linking this omen to the announced topic of the divination, similar to the
way in which the nature evocations of the Shijing are linked to events in
the human realm. Finally, the author shows that this omen-text is formally
identical to the most developed form of the line statements of the Yijing,
and proposes that from this form can be discerned the divinatory context
that originally produced these line statements.
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Constance A. Cook fi[ #&17

Scribes, Cooks, and Artisans: Breaking Zhou Tradition

ZEM A AUE R SO, BT A 82 T2 [ A

Bronze Inscriptions of the Western Zhou period show how ritualists
were once dedicated to maintaining the ritual apparatus supporting the
divine authority of the royal Zhou lineage. Bronze and bamboo texts of
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the Eastern Zhou period reveal, on the other hand, that ritualists able
to manipulate local rulers reliant on their knowledge subsequently sub-
verted power into their own hands. Ritualists such as scribes, cooks, and
artisans were involved in the transmission of Zhou “power” through the
creation and use of inscribed bronze vessels during feasts. The expansion
and bureaucratization of their roles in the Chu state provided economic
and ultimately political control of the state. This was particularly the
case as the Chu, like the Zhou before them, fled east to escape western
invaders.
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Lothar von Falkenhausen #f %=

Reflections on the Political Role of Spirit Mediums in Early China:
The Wu Officials in the Zhou Li
an B R A E R BGETIRE: (RATRD) RIARE B H At

Through close analysis of the traditional hermeneutics of the Zhou li
sections on the Si wu (Manager of the Spirit Mediums), Nanwu (Male
Spirit Mediums), and Niiwu (Female Spirit Mediums), this article attempts
to reconstruct the classical image of spirit mediums during the Zhou
dynasty. It shows that spirit mediums, though grouped under the “bureau-
cratic” hierarchy of the Zhou li, have traditionally been assumed to be
distinct in function and activities from the officials with whom they inter-
acted duringceremonies. As specialized religious virtuousi capable of
communicating with the supernatural forces, they apparently continued
to play a distinguished role in political ritual —possibly derived from
Shang court shamanism, and undoubtedly ancestral to the function of
mediums in late traditional popular religion.
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Jeffrey Riegel %

Do Not Serve the Dead as You Serve the Living;:
The Liishi Chungiu Treatises on Moderation in Burial

MEILMELE — (E KB R 280 5 fad

The dispute over whether burial rites should be frugal or lavish is a
prominent feature of late Zhou philosophical literature. It originated
with Mozi’s attack on ritual and then continued unabated as the Ru and
Mo schools argued the issue and hurled epithets at each other. The two
Liishi chungiu chapters “Jiesang” and “Ansi” represent the arguments
in favor of moderation in the middle of the third century B.c. While the
chapters clearly owe their overall position to their Mohist forebears,
they nonetheless ignore or reject several arguments that are central to
the Mozi. Nowhere in them do we see, for example, Mozi’s urgent call
for the conservation of resources. On the other hand, they embrace Ruist
concepts, most prominently the innate feeling of loyalty and concern
that the Mengzi claims mourners have for their deceased relatives. The
Liishi chungiu justifies its arguments by pointing to changing social reali-
ties, most notably an uncontrollable epidemic of grave robbery. Other
features of style of disputation in the Liishi chungiu can be traced to the
text’s attempts to blend together harmoniously what were originally
conflicting points of view. None of the sources in the debate provides
much insight into ancient conceptions of death and the afterlife. The
elaborate architecture and rich furnishings of tombs excavated in the last
several decades are not so much a contradiction of arguments in favor
of moderation as they are testimony of a system of religious belief not
at all reflected in philosophical literature.
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Robin D.S.Yates &[]

State Control of Bureaucrats under the Qin:
Techniques and Procedures

Z BB EBF R E B8 R B el R

This essay studies seven aspects of administration in the Qin state and
empire in the light of the texts found at Shuihudi written on bamboo
strips: rules for appointment of officials; age and other limitations; length
of tenure in office; guarantees of performance; reports; methods of check-
ing an official’s performance; and salaries. The evidence is compared with
that drawn from traditionally transmitted historical and philosophical
texts. In addition, these administrative techniques are situated within
the metaphysical and cosmological framework that guided actual Qin
bureaucratic practice.
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Li Xueqin Z=Z2%)

Basic Considerations on the Commentaries of
the Silk Manuscript Book of Changes
HEE CHE) 195 R AT

The silk manuscript texts of the Yijing and Commentatires—"Xici,” “Yi-
zhiyi,” “Yao,” and “Ersanzi Wen” —though excavated more than twenty
years ago were published, albeit incompletely, for the first time in 1993.
The physical state and the organization of these versions of the classic
and commentaries were described by Edward Shaughnessy in Early
China 19 (“A First Reading of the Mawangdui Yijing Manuscript”), and
it is my intention in this article to begin to explore in some depth the
differences between the silk manuscript Commentaries and the received
text of the Xici to determine what they tell us about our understanding
of the Zhou yi tradition. Even with our partial scholarly understanding
of these texts it is possible to venture some preliminary judgments on
the structure of the Commentaries, on the differing content of the silk
manuscript version, on the enigma of the recurring phase “Zi yue,” and
on the date of its composition. Three main differences can be identified:
discrepancies in characters, in sentences, and in chapter sequence. Never-
theless, the structure of the silk manuscript Xici and that of the received
Commentaries are largely in agreement and what differences are in evi-
dence, such as the scattering of certain parts of the received Xici in the
heretofore unknown Yizhi Yi and Yao commentaries, may be explained
by Qin discrimination against ru tradition following the conquest of Chu
in 278 8.c. One of the principal discoveries resulting from comparison of
the excavated and received texts is the presence of numerous loan graphs
in the silk manuscript text, and it is through a better understanding of
the function of such loans that a satisfactory explanation of the age-old
enigma of “Zi yue” that occurs frequently and in the same places in both
texts may be obtained.
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Donald Harper & {E%

The Bellows Analogy in Laozi V and
Warring States Macrobiotic Hygiene
(7)) FLEHEENEE

The bamboo-slip medical manuscript entitled Yinshu (Pulling Book)
from Zhangjiashan tomb 247, Hubei (burial dated ca. mid-second century
B.C.), includes a passage that uses the analogy of the bellows attested
in received literature in Laozi V. In Yinshu the analogy is placed at the
head of a macrobiotic technique. This article discusses the technique
and argues that the bellows analogy most likely developed as part of
the Warring States medical tradition of macrobiotic hygiene; that is, the
bellows analogy in Laozi V was borrowed from medicine.
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William G. Boltz

Textual Criticism More Sinico
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Textual transmission is viewed in the West typically as a destructive
process that results in ever greater corruption and error in a text, and
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the enterprise of textual criticism in correspondingly seen as the task of
restoring the damaged text to a form as close to its original as possible.
In China such a negative view of the process of textual transmission does
not normally obtain, and textual criticism therefore does not carry the
image of being primarily a rehabilitative procedure.

An important part of the reason for the different perception of the
con-sequences of textual transmission and of the goals of textual criti-
cism lies with the nature of the writing systems involved. Western texts
in alphabetic scripts directly reveal errors at the level below that of the
word, e.g., spelling errors, grammar errors, pronunciation errors, etc., for
which no interpretation is available save that of seeing them as mis-takes.
Orthographic errors in Chinese texts, written in logographic script, are
not prone to such immediate identification as mistakes. All variants in a
text written in a logographic script have the potential to be meaningful
and therefore are perceived as different, but are not stigmatized automati-
cally as wrong.
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Lionel M. Jensen /&R

Wise Man of the Wilds: Fatherlessness, Fertility, and
the Mythic Exemplar, Kongzi
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There is no more salient figure in early Chinese literature than Kongzi
and yet he remains a figure about whose beginnings we know very little.
The present essay explores this paradox of bibliographic salience and
biographic silence through an in-depth examination of the principal
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narratives of the Kongzi legend from the Shiji and the Kongzi jiayu, pay-
ing particular attention to the language of their respective accounts of
the birth of the sage. Finding a distinct lack of fit between the form and
content of these these stories, I propose a narrative alternative drawn
from the early Han weishu accounts of Kongzi’s beginnings. Finding
in this alternative a more coherent fit between language and narrative
structure as well as recurrent themes such as divine visitation, infertility,
jiaomei sacrifice, and cranial disfigurement, vestiges of which are also
found in the accounts of Wang Su and Sima Qian, the essay suggests
that the weishu texts preserve a fuller popular legend of fertility sacrifice
by the childless coordinated with the winter solstice also present in the
very name Kongzi and resonating with the charter myth of the Zhou,
“Sheng min.” The evident implication of this finding is that the histo-
ricity of Kongzi is arguable. The name is more like a mythic literary fic-
tion and probably began, as did that of Hou Qi, as a symbolic deity that
was made historical in one of its many Warring States incarnations, that
one transmitted to us exclusively through the normative biographical
tradition.
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